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Faith

B Continued from Page Cl

They dlscuss natters of
boundaries. Can you be -
friends, or just friendly, with ‘
congregatlonal members? How
do you keep congregational ex-
pectations realistic, to avoid"
tummg all of life into one care-
giving realm on top of another?

“T've been enhghtened by
what other single moms go up
against,” Overman says.

« The integration:of pro‘fe_s-*
sional and personal lives can be
a struggle, so coming to these
monthly meetings, she says, “is
like taking a bubble bath.”

Juggling the personal and
professional is also a challenge
for the Rev. Tisha Brown.

“Imtrymgto doﬂusm a
sustainable way,” . Brown says
of her professional life at Com-
munity-of Hope UCC, 7118 0ld
Sauk Road. “I don't have a
partner to help me do this —
I'm on my own and want to
avoid leaving a church b:tter,
angry or exhausted r

The group’s congregations
tend to be relatively progres-
sive, says the Rev. Deborah.
Dean-Ware of Orchard Ridge
UCC, 1501 Gilbert Road, but .
some waters are untested

' There are fig'models of sus:
tainability for-us. We are co-

. keep. Lm pom

 wishes her husband had a peer

support.group, a thought that
prompts her colleagues to tit-
ter. They have busted “minis-
ter's wife” assumptions.

Each woman is aware that
major clergy shortages are pre-
dicted, which can compound.
challenges

“There already are more re-
tired clergy in (the United
Methodist denomination) than

‘active,” notes Stein.

Brown says, “This group
gives me a lot of hope for the
church. It is an institution that
can feel like it's dying."

" There is a lot of talk about’
the unaffiliated — people who
haven't latched onto a faith
conununity.

“There's a difference in the
way generatlons approach
church,” observes Tonya
Ramer Wenger pastor of Madi-
son Mennonite Church, which
worships on Sunday mghts at
Orchard Rldge

Sometimes thaet causes ten-
sion between genera’bmns, ora
solo quest for spmtmah  with-
out mshtutmna:l ntual :

) 11511 by
working in commumty," Over-
man argues.. ;

Theirs is'a gener-atmn that
may want something different
than what they grew up with,
oryearn to learn abotit: trad1—
tions that their parents’ didn't.

creatmg*ﬂhzstegethel-.n i o ] ‘

-:Some acknowledge | awkﬁgrd: e

;;moments because they are new
-in'their work. A pansluoner
~with prostate cancer may not
_want a hospital visit. Older

] 15 may be inclined not
“to takey young clergy seriously,
regardless of gender.

“The authority issue, for me,
is not as difficult as it would
have been for my mom in the
"70s,” says the Rev. Amanda
Stein of Trinity United Method-
ist: Church, 1123 Vilas Ave. She
and Zlmmemlan met 13 years
ago, while both were UW stu-
dents building houses for Habi-
tat for Humanity.

Dean-Ware says, It; 5 a new
kind of mmmtry,” one in which
the religious experience must
feel authentic and releyant if it
is to thrive, or survive.:

Particularlyiin'today's politi-
cal climate, Zimmerman says.

+ “As-a group, we have had
many important.conversations
about putting forth progressive
religious perspecmves in a time
when religion is often synony-
mous with conservative, right-
wing pahmcs, Zunmerman
[Aava.



